Tyrannosaurus Funk
2017, dir. Sandra Boynton, USA (4'10")
There is no trailer for this film but the whole film can be viewed at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1nBhDVuTR0

Synopsis
Join Samuel L. Jackson as he ventures into the world of animation as a singing T-Rex.
This catchy funky beat will have you tapping your feet.

Before visiting the cinema
Activity 1 – Listening and Talking
Let the children HEAR the film first. Turn off the interactive board and just let them listen to
the film. DO NOT SHARE THE TITLE WITH THEM. Get them to predict what they think is
happening. Ask them to share their ideas. They should be able to use clues such as lyrics.
Do not show them the film until you have visited the cinema.

Questions for discussion
•

What do they think the film about?

•

What can they hear?

•

Who do they think the characters are?

•

What do they think the characters are doing?
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After visiting the cinema
Activity 2 – Listening and Talking
Look back at the predictions that were made. Do any of them match what happened
in the film?
I enjoy exploring and choosing stories and other texts to watch, read or listen to, and can share
my likes and dislikes. LIT 0-01b / LIT 0-11b
I regularly select and read, listen to or watch texts which I enjoy and find interesting, and I can
explain why I prefer certain texts and authors. LIT 1-11a / LIT 2-11a
To help me understand stories and other texts, I ask questions and link what I am learning with
what I already know. LIT 0-07a / LIT 0-16a / ENG 0-17a
I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by responding to and asking different
kinds of questions. LIT 1-07a
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Activity 3 – Expressive Arts/Literacy
This track is sung by a very famous actor Samuel L. Jackson. The track is taken from a CD
and songbook called Hog Wild, with other Sandra Boynton songs.
Have a look at her website and show the children the cover of the CD. Get them to come up
with some ideas and try to design a new CD cover.
http://www.sandraboynton.com/sboynton/boyntonmusic.html
Make sure the children include details such as:
•

Album title

•

Track listings (including Tyranosaurus Funk)

•

Singers

•

Animator

Working on my own and with others, I use my curiosity and imagination to solve design
problems. EXA 0-06a
I can use exploration and imagination to solve design problems related to real-life situations.
EXA 1-06a
I enjoy exploring and playing with the patterns and sounds of language and can use what I learn.
LIT 0-01a / LIT 0-11a / LIT 0-20a
I enjoy creating texts of my choice and I regularly select subject, purpose, format and resources
to suit the needs of my audience. LIT 1-20a / LIT 2-20a
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Activity 4 – Expressive Arts
The music in this animation is a key feature. Encourage the children to listen to the music whilst
watching the film and have them try to keep the rhythm by clapping or clicking their fingers.
Get the children to describe how the music makes them feel.
•

Do they feel happy?

•

Do they want to tap their feet?

•

Do they want to dance?

The features of Funk music are a strong rhythm and the harmonies. Let the children listen to
some other Funk music and see if they have different opinions about it. James Brown ‘I Feel
Good’ would be a good example to listen to. Can the children identify any instruments?
The children could also learn the chorus to the Tyrannosaurus Funk song.
Have the children create a short dance routine to accompany the chorus or whole song.

I have the opportunity and freedom to choose and explore ways that I can move rhythmically,
expressively and playfully. EXA 0-08a
Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express my ideas, thoughts and feelings through creative
work in dance. EXA 0-09a / EXA 1-09a / EXA 2-09a
I enjoy singing and playing along to music of different styles and cultures. EXA 0-16a
I have the freedom to use my voice, musical instruments and music technology to discover
and enjoy playing with sound and rhythm. EXA 0-17a
I can use my voice, musical instruments and music technology to discover and enjoy playing
with sound, rhythm, pitch and dynamics. EXA 1-17a

20 / discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk

