The Mole and the Earthworm
2015, dir. Johannes Schiehsl, Germany (3’19”)

Synopsis
One day a little mole discovers that all the animals have someone special to play with but he is
lonely on his own. Whilst hunting for a juicy earthworm he discovers something very interesting.

Activities
This film can be viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9cqWsPX97o

Before visiting the cinema
Before watching the film let the children hear the sounds and music from the film. DO NOT
SHARE THE TITLE OF THE FILM. Keep the computer screen and interactive white board
turned off. The music for this animation is lovely but there are some key sounds that the mole
makes. Get the children to predict what the main character might be and what is happening.
Take feedback and record their answers.
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After watching the film
Discussion questions
•

What made the mole sad?

•

How did we know that he was sad?

•

Have you ever felt lonely?

•

How did he feel when he realised the worm was another mole?

Children’s Task One
Using a circle time structure, encourage the children to share a time when they felt lonely or sad
or a time they wish they had someone to play with or a special person to share things with.
This could have been in school or out of school.
Using a talking teddy (or other object) pass the item around and allow them to share their
experiences. It is ok for children not to share. Remind the children about being accepting
of other and the importance of including people and being friends.
It is also important to know who is available to help if we feel alone or sad. Get the children
to identify people in and out of school that they can talk to and who can help them.
I understand that there are people I can talk to and that there are a number of ways in which
I can gain access to practical and emotional support to help me and others in a range
of circumstances. HWB 0-03a
I understand that people can feel alone and can be misunderstood and left out by others.
I am learning how to give appropriate support. HWB 0-08a

20 / discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk

Children’s Task Two
The mole really wanted a friend once he realised that all the other animals had one.
Ask the children to list some qualities the mole would want in a friend. The children can think
pair, share their ideas and write some up on the white board.
Discuss the qualities that we look for in a friend. Sometimes they like the same things as us,
they are kind, thoughtful, considerate, like to have fun, play with us in the playground and are
accepting of us.
Get the children to draw their friend and list some of the qualities we would look for.
I know that friendship, caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love are important in building
positive relationships. As I develop and value relationships, I care and show respect for myself
and others. HWB 0-05a / HWB 1-05a
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